Medium Term Plan – Term 2 – Let’s Celebrate!Understanding of the World
In our topic, ‘Let’s Celebrate’ children will be developing their awareness of a variety of different cultural and religious celebrations. The children will learn about Hannukah, Diwali and Christmas and how they are celebrated. They will also learn about Bonfire Night and Remembrance Sunday. Children will continue to learn about the changing seasons and will observe and explore changes in materials. 
Literacy
This term, children will continue to enjoy listening to and retelling familiar stories, rhymes, and songs, joining in with repeated phrases and story patterns. They will begin to identify and talk about characters and events in stories, showing an understanding of what they have heard. Children will start to link sounds to letters and begin to recognise the sounds: ff, ll, ss ‘s’ saying /z/ j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, ch sh, th, th, ng. They will be encouraged to use their growing phonic knowledge to write simple words. Through a range of engaging activities, children will continue to develop their mark-making and handwriting skills, forming letters more accurately and beginning to write their own name independently.
Physical   Development
The children will continue to complete ‘Funky Fingers’ activities every morning to strengthen their muscles in their fingers and develop their fine motor skills. They will continue practicing how to hold a pencil correctly and how to use scissors safely and effectively. In PE lessons the children will focus on different ways of moving their body and different ways of moving around the hall. They will learn how to use balance and coordination when moving along the benches. Children will continue to be encouraged to use the trim trail, climbing wall, slide, balls, PE equipment and large construction whilst outside to develop their gross motor skills. Whey will continue developing their self-care skills such as personal hygiene and dressing/undressing themselves.
Personal, Social  and  Emotional  development
Children will be learning about a range of celebrations that different families celebrate in different ways. They will be taught to show respect and appreciation for different cultures, religions and traditions and discuss the different feelings they may have around times of celebration. Children will learn how about how to keep themselves and others safe during Bonfire Night. Children will be encouraged to think of those less fortunate and how to show kindness during Christmas by making Christmas cards for the elderly. Children will continue developing their relationships with their peers through a range of games and play opportunities, focusing on sharing, taking turns and treating each other with respect. The children will continue to develop routines within the classroom and work on becoming more independent.

Expressive Art and Design
The children will learn to use a variety of materials, tools and techniques to create different artwork linked to our topic. For example, bonfire pictures, Remembrance Day poppies, diva lamps, rangoli patterns, dreidel crafts, Christmas cards and decorations. Children will be encouraged to use their imagination to role play and reenact the different stories linked to our topic. They will  also learn different Christmas songs for our Nativity Play.
Maths
This term, children will learn to compare quantities, using language such as more than, fewer than, equal. They will learn about number bonds to 5, in a practical way, using objects and representations. They will also be looking at part-part-whole within 5, exploring how numbers are made. Children will continue developing their counting skills to 10, matching numerals to quantities and carefully counting using 1:1 correspondence. In Shape, Space and Measure, children will be learning to identify, name and describe the properties of 2D shapes. They will also compare, order and describe length and height.

Communication and Language
Children will develop their confidence in speaking in full sentences and extending their vocabulary around the Celebrations topic. They will be encouraged to retell the stories from Christmas, Diwali, Hannukah and Bonfire night using the relevant vocabulary and share their own experiences. Children will play a range of games to develop their turn taking, listening skills and ability to follow two and three step instructions. Children will be encouraged to listen to a range of traditional stories and retell them using the correct sequence of events. Children will play a range of games to develop their ability to understand and answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions.

