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Welcome!
Welcome to your new school!

We are so excited to have you join our Reception class at Kemsing Primary School. This is a very special time, and we can’t wait to get to know you, play together, and help you learn lots of exciting new things.

In our classroom, you’ll make new friends, explore fun activities, and discover just how amazing learning can be. There will be stories to read, games to play, songs to sing, and lots of adventures to go on together.

Don’t worry if you feel a little nervous — that’s okay! We are here to help you every step of the way and to make sure you feel happy, safe, and welcome.

We are really looking forward to visiting you at home in September! It’s a lovely way for us to say hello, meet you in your own space, and help you feel ready for your first days at school.
We can’t wait to see your big smiles and to start our journey together!

Skills to Practise Before Starting School
Now is a great time to support your child in developing independence. The following skills can help make the transition to school smoother and help children settle quickly:

Independence and Self-Care Skills
· Go to the toilet independently, flush, and wash hands with soap. Boys should also be able to use a urinal.

· Dress and undress independently (including school uniform and PE kit).

· Fasten buttons and zips.

· Put shoes on the correct feet.

· Put on a coat and do up the zip.

· Recognise their own name.

· Hang their coat on a hook.

Fine Motor and Early Learning Skills
· Use a pair of scissors safely.

· Hold a pencil correctly.

· Sing familiar songs and nursery rhymes.

· Enjoy listening to stories with an adult every day.

Some children may also begin to:
· Write their name (starting with a capital letter, followed by lower-case letters).

· Count up to 10 objects.

· Recognise numbers to 10.

· Write numbers to 10 correctly.

· Recognise some letter sounds not in their name.

· Write some lower-case letters correctly.

Equipment and Uniform
Your child will need…
· A water bottle (brought into school daily).  This should be filled up with water only – no squash, juice or flavoured water and should be clearly named. 
· A lunch box with a handle (only for children who do not wish to have a school dinner) – clearly named.
· A red book bag with school logo (brought into school daily).  This should be clearly named and can have one small keyring to help the child recognise their book bag.
· Children must bring a coat every day.  Playtimes still go ahead if it is raining and children use our outdoor classroom in all weathers.  Coats must have a hood and be clearly named.

· Clearly named uniform and PE kit according to school uniform policy.  PE kits should be worn to school on PE days (details to follow in September)
· Wellington boots if possible, to store at school for use in our outdoor classroom. These will be kept in school on our welly rack.
· Spare clothes put into bookbag and kept in there consistently in case of accidents.
Please note …

· Children in Reception do not use rucksacks – they take up too much room on our coat pegs and stop the children from being able to hang their coats up.
· The children do not need to bring any kind of stationery to school.

· Toys from home are not permitted in school. 
Collection Arrangements.

Part time weeks
During part time weeks, please drop off and collect the children via the Reception gate which gives direct access to our outdoor classroom from the alley way that runs down the side of the school.  This is due to drop off and collection times taking place while the older children are on the playground during lunchtime and PE lessons.
Full time weeks
Once the children are in school full time, they will be collected from the playground by their class teacher and teaching assistant. The school has adopted a soft start approach which allows the children to settle into our Funky Fingers activities before the start of the school day which is 8.45am.  Children are welcome to start arriving from 8.35am.  The class doors will shut at 8.50am.  Any late arrivals after this time must report to the school office. Please note that parents are not allowed to use the Doctors Surgery car park for parking, please use the village car park or roads nearby.
The class teacher or teaching assistant will be available on the playground from 8.35am to take any messages from parents or carers. Feel free to come and chat to the teaching staff about any queries in the morning, i.e. medical needs to be made aware of.  If you require a longer time to discuss anything, please arrange a meeting with the class teacher directly or via the school office. 
At the end of the day, we will open the door for collection at 3.15pm.  Please wait near the bottom of the steps on the playground, so that you are visible to staff and children. 
Please talk to your child and remind them not to run around on the playground, due to other children being knocked over.   May we also remind you that your child should not be on their scooter on the playground at drop off or pick up times to avoid accidents with younger children 
General School Information

Communication Between Home and School
Communication between staff and parents is incredibly important in supporting your child’s transition into school life. Please speak to us about any concerns you may have, no matter how small. We also love hearing about how well your child is doing at home!

We aim to speak with as many parents as possible each day to share information about your child’s day and how they are settling.

Parents can also keep up to date by checking our school website and newsletter, where we post updates on what the children have been learning. You will also receive login details for Seesaw, which will allow you to view ‘wow moments’ of your child’s learning. You can also upload photographs, videos, or any learning your child completes at home, if you wish. We will then share this with the class.

Payments
When paying for school trips, swimming lessons etc. please use the payment details below-

Bank Account   Nat West Bank  
Account Name: KCC Re Kemsing Primary School 
Bank Account No: 83296069 
Sort code: 60-60-08 
All payments must be paid by Bank Transfer. We are unable to accept cash or cheques. 
Lunches and Snacks

If your child would like to bring a packed lunch to school, they can do so in a named lunch box that has a handle.  Please provide a drink of water inside the lunch box as well as a water bottle for the classroom. Kemsing Primary School has a healthy lunchbox policy in which children are encouraged to eat balanced, healthy meals.  Packed lunches must not contain any nuts or nut products.
All children in Early Years and Key Stage 1 are entitled to free school meals.  Information about school meals and menus are available via our school website. The children are given a choice of either meat or a vegetarian option and a dessert. 

Children in Early Years and Key Stage 1 are not required to bring any form of snack into school as they are given free fruit and vegetables as a morning snack.  During ‘snack time’ the children are encouraged to try the fruit or vegetables that are available to them.
Please talk to your child about the importance of washing their hands. 

Water bottles must come into school daily, filled with fresh water. No juice or squash is permitted in water bottles. Please note that this bottle is in addition to the drink that the children may have in their lunchbox, so that your child always has access to fresh water.
Medicines

We are only able to give medicine to your child if it is prescribed by a doctor and if it has to be taken 4 times a day.  In this case, the medicine must be dropped off and collected each day from the office, where you will also be asked to fill in a medicine form.
If your child has an inhaler or other forms of emergency medication such as an EpiPen, please discuss this with the class teacher at the home visit, and the school office who will arrange for a care plan to be completed for your child.  We will need to keep these forms of medication in school, in a clearly labelled box or bag within the classroom. 
Absences

If your child is unwell or is unable to come to school, parents must report their absence as soon as possible by telephoning the school office on 01732 761236.  

If your child is suffering from sickness and diarrhoea, they do need to stay at home, and we ask that they are clear of symptoms for 48 hours before returning to school. This is to reduce the spread of sickness among other pupils and staff. 
Late Arrivals

If children arrive at school later than 8.50am they must be taken to the school office to be signed in.  Records of absences and lateness are monitored. 

Parent Helpers
We are always very grateful of any help that parents can give in school.  We welcome parents to help by reading with the children, supporting swimming lessons and 
supporting groups during school trips and library visits.  Reading sessions take place in the afternoons with the date and time of these sessions to be confirmed by the class teacher.  If you would be interested in volunteering to hear children read or for any other school visits that we may arrange throughout the year, please speak to the class reps. The official date for parent readers will be announced later. 
Breakfast Club

We have a breakfast club that runs every day from 7.30am.  The children are given breakfast and play games together before school.  Please contact the school office for more information.

Swimming
We are very lucky to have our own swimming pool onsite.  Swimming lessons take place for every year group in the school in terms 5 and 6.  More details will follow nearer the time.

PTA

We are very lucky to have an amazing PTA. The PTA run regular events to raise valuable funds for the school.  Each class has two Class Reps who arrange cake sales, class stalls at the Christmas Fair and Summer Fete and much more.  Please let us know if you would like to become a class rep, or you would like to find out more about PTA meetings or events.
Cake Sales
Over the course of the year, every class in the school will arrange their own cake sale to raise money for classroom resources.  Each cake sale will be listed on the ‘Diary Dates’ on our website and in our weekly newsletter.  On cake sale days, every child in the school is asked to bring £1 if they would like to buy two cakes.  The children choose their own cakes from a selection and are allowed to eat one at break time but are given the choice to save them both for after school if they wish.  
When it is Reception class’s turn to run the cake sale, each child in the class is asked to bake some cupcakes or biscuits to sell to the rest of the school (nothing that needs to be cut into slices, or anything with nuts please).  All the money raised is used to buy resources for the classroom.  If your child has allergies, please speak to us about alternative arrangements for your child. 

Images of Children

Photos of the children are used on our website and in local newspapers, although the children’s names are never included with these images.  If you do not want your child to appear in these photos, you must let the office know and the class teacher, at the home visit. 
Jewellery

If children have their ears pierced, they can wear plain studs to school however no other jewellery should be worn in school.  Earrings must be removed before school on swimming days.  Earrings must also be removed for P.E as we are no longer able to tape over them.  We would advise that if a pupil is considering piercing their ears, that this is undertaken at the beginning of the summer holidays to maximise healing time.
Learning at home
Reading every day is one of the most beneficial things you can do to support your child’s learning at home. In September, your child will choose one picture book each week for you to share at home together. The children choose their books independently and this is an important part of learning to read.

When the children begin their phonics lessons and have learnt some letter sounds, they will be given a book from our reading scheme. These books will be closely matched to your child’s ability and so the children should read this book to you a minimum of 3x a week.  This helps to:

1) Promote practice of sounds and blending words.
2) To develop comprehension skills.

3) To promote reading fluency (the ability to read with speed, accuracy and expression).

Thank you for taking the time to read this booklet. We look forward to working closely with you and building a strong home–school partnership. If you need any further information or would like to discuss anything in more detail, please speak to a member of staff. Your child’s happiness, confidence and progress are our priority, and we are very excited to welcome you into our school community.

