Medium Term Plan – Term 3 – Once Upon a TimeUnderstanding of the World
The children will plant beans or seeds and observe their growth over time, making connections to Jack’s beanstalk. The children will build houses for the  Three Pigs and discuss the properties of different materials. The children will pretend to be the Three Bears and learn how to make porridge.
Using the fairytales as a starting point, the children will explore castles and their features. 

Communication and Language
The children will develop their storytelling skills by retelling familiar stories with increased detail and clarity, focusing on sequencing key events accurately. They will engage actively with the narratives by role-playing different characters, using expressive voices, intonation, and gestures to bring the story to life. Through these activities, children will enhance their understanding of plot, character, and setting, while also building confidence in speaking, listening, and collaborative play.
Literacy
In phonics this term the children will continue practising the sounds and tricky words they have already learned. They will also learn the new sounds; ai, ee, igh, oa, oo (short), oo (long), ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air and the ticky words; was, my, you, they, here, all, are. The children will be encouraged to  write CVC words and use their phonic knowledge when writing simple sentences.
The children will enjoy reading a range of traditional tales with a focus on Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk, Snow White, Goldilocks and Three Bears. The Gingerbread Man and Three Little Pigs. Children will learn to write for a range of different purposes, for example making Wanted posters, shopping lists, recipes, speech bubbles. They will re tell the stories, sequencing pictures and making story maps. 
The children will continue to develop their handwriting skills, forming letters using the correct sequence of movements.


Expressive Art and Design
The children will engage in castle role-play and use small-world castles to retell and extend stories. They will build and decorate castles, make gingerbread men, and create wolf and pig masks to support imaginative storytelling. Making pigs’ houses and puppets will allow them to experiment with materials, express ideas, and bring stories to life. These activities help children develop imagination, creativity, and communication through art and play.

Physical   Development
In PE lessons, children will develop throwing and catching through fun games and activities. They will practice aiming and catching different sized balls, improving hand-eye coordination, control, and confidence while working with friends.
The children will continue to complete ‘Funky Fingers’ activities every morning to strengthen their muscles in their fingers and develop their fine motor skills. They will continue practicing how to hold a pencil correctly and how to use scissors safely and effectively. Children will continue to be encouraged to use the trim trail, slide, balls, PE equipment and large construction whilst outside to develop their gross motor skills. Whey will continue developing their self-care skills such as personal hygiene and dressing/undressing themselves.


Maths
In maths this term children will learn to subitise within 5,  focusing on die patterns. They will learn to match numerals to quantities within 5. Through counting, children focus on ordinality and the ‘staircase’ pattern. They will see that each number is one more than the previous number. Children will focus on the composition of number 5, then numbers 6 and 7 as ‘5 and a bit’. Children will compare sets and use language of comparison: more than, fewer than, an equal number to make unequal sets equal.
In Shape, Space and Measure children will continue naming and talking about the properties of 2D and 3D shapes. They will also continue exploring the vocabulary of  size and ordering objects by length and size.
Personal, Social  and  Emotional  development
Through our key texts, the children will explore a wide range of personal, social, and emotional skills. They will role-play scenes, discuss characters’ feelings, and explore ideas of kindness, fairness, courage, and friendship. In Cinderella, children will act out scenarios to understand inclusion and empathy, while in Jack and the Beanstalk they will consider choices and consequences through discussion and role-play. Activities linked to The Gingerbread Man will allow them to explore emotions such as excitement, fear, and perseverance during chase games and story retelling. With Snow White and Goldilocks, children will practise respect, problem-solving, and making amends through interactive storytelling and role-play. Finally, building and acting out The Three Little Pigs story will help children develop teamwork, resilience, and confidence. By participating in these hands-on activities, children will strengthen their ability to understand emotions, cooperate with peers, and navigate social situations effectively.

