Recommended Titles for Year 6 Girls
Mrs Burton’s recommendations:
1. The Explorer by Katherine Rundell – An Amazon rainforest adventure, strong for readers who love dramatic settings. Mrs B recommends this - she loved it – amazing description, fast-paced and the interaction and growth of the wonderful characters make it very human.
2. Who Let the Gods Out? by Maz Evans – A mythological fantasy with humour and a strong female secondary lead; good blend of action and laughter.   Mrs B recommends this book, it will make you laugh, it is good versus evil story and the main characters are believable and engaging.
3. Kestrel Island by A.B.Martin – A thrilling, fantastic story of friendship, courage and survival which will keep you reading through each chapter, such is its grip!  Mrs B loved this book, and is looking out for more stories by this author!
4. Once, Then, Now, Soon, Maybe, Always by Morris Gleitzman – This amazing series of books starting in 1942 in Poland are some of Mrs B’s favourites!  They follow Felix, a Jewish “orphan” on a heart-warming and heart-wrenching search for his parents.  This factual, historical series features some difficult themes but such a worthwhile read.

5. Murder Most Unladylike by Robin Stevens – A mystery series set in a 1930s boarding school, with engaging girl-led protagonists. 
6. The Girl of Ink & Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave – A fantasy novel featuring a brave young female lead on a quest.
7. Can You See Me? by Libby Scott & Rebecca Westcott – A realistic-fiction novel that tackles themes of autism and identity.
8. October, October by Katya Balen – A poetic, reflective story centred on young female character, nature and discovery.
9. Little Women by Louisa May Alcott – A classic novel about sisterhood, resilience and growing up; worthy for more confident Year 6 readers. 
10. Hetty Feather by Jacqueline Wilson – A historical-fiction adventure featuring a brave girl growing up in challenging circumstances. 
11. The Wild Robot by Peter Brown – Sci-fi meets nature; thought-provoking and accessible for girls who enjoy inventive stories.
12. The Magic Faraway Tree: A New Adventure by Jacqueline Wilson – A fresh take on a classic magical story; imaginative and well suited for this age group.
Notes & Tips for Use
· Allow the reader to choose at least one title from the list to enhance engagement.
· Match the book to her interests: fantasy, adventure, realistic themes, historical settings or humour.
· Consider starting with a less demanding book if she is reluctant, then move to more challenging reads.
· Use the list as a springboard: once one book is enjoyed, explore other titles by the same author or in the same genre.
· Encourage reading aloud or paired reading if some texts feel more advanced; many Year 6 lists highlight books that are slightly challenging but accessible for most of our children.
