Recommended Titles for Year 6 Boys.
Mrs Burton’s recommendations:
1. The Explorer by Katherine Rundell – An Amazon rainforest adventure, strong for readers who love dramatic settings. Mrs B recommends this - she loved it – amazing description, fast-paced and the interaction and growth of the wonderful characters make it very human.
2. Who Let the Gods Out? by Maz Evans – A mythological fantasy with humour and a strong female secondary lead; good blend of action and laughter.   Mrs B recommends this book, it will make you laugh, it is good versus evil story and the main characters are believable and engaging.
3. Kestrel Island by A.B.Martin – A thrilling, fantastic story of friendship, courage and survival which will keep you reading through each chapter, such is its grip!  Mrs B loved this book, and is looking out for more stories by this author!
4. Once, Then, Now, Soon, Maybe, Always by Morris Gleitzman – This amazing series of books starting in 1942 in Poland are some of Mrs B’s favourites!  They follow Felix, a Jewish “orphan” on a heart-warming and heart-wrenching search for his parents.  This factual, historical series features some difficult themes but such a worthwhile read.


5. Beetle Boy by M. G. Leonard - A gripping adventure about a boy who befriends beetles and sets out to find his missing father. The insects play a clever role and it’s ideal for readers who enjoy suspense plus nature facts. 
6. Holes by Louis Sachar - A memorable plot: a boy sent to a tough camp where digging holes becomes part-mystery, part-redemption. Suitable for readers ready for a richer story. 
7. The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks - Fantasy with a strong hook: when toys come alive, adventure and responsibility follow. Good for readers who like imaginative stories. 
8. Skandar and the Unicorn Thief by A. F. Steadman - High-fantasy with action, stakes and a strong hero’s journey. Great for boys wanting something epic and immersive. 
9. The Last Kids on Earth by Max Brallier - A fun, slightly spooky comic-style novel about kids facing monsters after the world ends. Ideal for engaging reluctant readers with lots of visual pace. 
10. Resist by Tom Palmer - Historical fiction set in World War II Netherlands. Offers depth, courage and moral themes—suiting readers who like real-world challenges. 

How to choose which to pick:
· If a boy enjoys action/adventure and fantasy, go for Skandar, The Last Kids on Earth or The Indian in the Cupboard.
· If he enjoys mystery + real-life context, Beetle Boy and Holes are strong.
· If he enjoys historical or more serious themes, Resist offers more depth.
· Consider his reading stamina: some books are longer or more complex than others—start with one that matches his current comfort level so reading remains enjoyable.

